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ACTION:  Notice  of  withdrawal  of  the 
Khesus  macaque  in  Bangladesh  as  a 
candidate  for  Endangered  or  Threat¬ 
ened  status  pursuant  to  the  Endan¬ 
gered  Species  Act  of  1973. 

SUMMARY:  Under  petition,  the  Serv¬ 
ice  has  been  reviewing  the  status  of 
the  Rhesus  macaque  (.Macaca  mu- 
latta)  in  Bangladesh  to  determine 
whether  it  qualifies  for  listing  as  an 
Endangered  or  Threatened  species 
pursuant  to  the  Endangered  Species 
Act  of  1973,  43  FR  15463.  April  10. 
1978.  Based  upon  an  evaluation  of  the 
supporting  data  provided  by  the  peti¬ 
tioner,  data  and  comments  provided 
by  other  interested  parties,  and  an 
evaluation  of  the  Act's  criteria  for  list¬ 
ing.  the  Service  now  deterniines  that 
this  population  of  Rhesus'  monkey 
does  not  qualify  as  a  candidate  for  list¬ 
ing,  and  for  the  present  abandoas  any 
further  investigation  into  the  matter. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT; 

Keith  M.  Schreiner.  Associate  Direc¬ 
tor.  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
Washington,  D.C.  20240*  202/343- 
4646. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 

Background 

On  September  19.  1977,  the  Service 
was  petitioned  to  list  the  Bangladesh 
population  of  the  Rhesus  macaque 
(.Macaca  mulalla)  as  an  Endangered 
species  pursuant  to  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  of  1973,  16  U.S.C.  1531- 
1543.  The  petitioner  submitted  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  petition  a  report  entitled 
Primates  of  Blangladesh:  A  Prelimi¬ 
nary  Survey  of  Population  and  Habi¬ 
tat.  The  Service  considered  this  report 
to  be  sufficiently  sub.stantial  to  war¬ 
rant  a  review  of  the  status  of  this  spe¬ 
cies  as  authorized  by  Sec.  4(c)(2)  of 
the  Act,  and  on  April  13.  1978,  pub¬ 
lished  a  Notice  of  Review'  to  that 


effect  in  the  Federal  Register.  43  FR 
15463.  Subsequently,  the  Service  con¬ 
tacted  knowledgeable  agencies  and  in¬ 
dividuals.  as  well  as  the  Government 
of  Bangladesh,  to  determine  if  a  pro¬ 
posed  rulemaking  to  list  the  Rhesus 
macaque  in  Bangladesh  was  warrant¬ 
ed.  This  review  has  now  been  complet¬ 
ed,  and  it  is  the  Service’s  view'  that 
such  a  proposal  is  not  justified. 

The  Rhesus  macaque  is  one  of  the 
most  widely  distributed  members  of 
the  genus  Macaca.  Ellerman  and  Mor- 
rlson-Scott  (Palaearctic  and  Indian 
Mammals,  1966)  give  its  distiibution  as 
eastern  A.ssam  and  Burma,  south  ap¬ 
proximately  to  the  Tapti  River  (Khan- 
desh)  and  the  Godavari  in  Northern 
Peninsular  India,  Siam.  Indo-China. 
Szechuan,  and  Yunan,  eastw'ard  to 
Fukien  and  adjacent  states  in  south¬ 
ern  China.  Hainan.  Tibet,  and  the 
neighborhood  of  Peking.  Thus,  the 
species  is  distributed  in  an  area  of  well 
over  5,000,000  square  miles,  where  it 
inhabits  forests,  mountain  regions, 
cultivated  areas  and  riverbanks.  Habi¬ 
tat  disruption  in  this  region  has  not 
had  a  particularly  adverse  effect  upon 
it  since  it  adapts  readily  to  man’s  civi¬ 
lization;  Southw'ick  reported  that  in 
the  north  Indian  village  of  Uttar  Pre- 
desh,  48  percent  of  all  local  monkeys 
occupied  the  villages.  30  percent  the 
cities,  and  others  were  found  along 
roads  or  in  temples.  In  India,  love  of 
animals  is  part  of  the  religion  and  the 
protection  thus  afforded  has  resulted 
in  over-population  at  some  times  and 
places.  Mass  captures  and  exports  in 
recent  years,  however,  have  decreased 
the  numbers  of  rhesus  monkeys  in 
many  areas,  but  India  has  now  im¬ 
posed  an  effective  export  ban  which 
should  improve  the  outlook  for  the 
species  in  that  country. 

Bangladesh,  with  an  area  of  about 
55,000  sq.  mi.  comprises  approximately 
1  percent  of  the  overall  range  of  the 
Rhesus  macaque.  The  subspecies  oc¬ 
curring  in  tins  country  is  the  nomi¬ 
nate  race  w  hich  comprises  about  90  to 
95  percent  of  the  population  of  the 
entire  species,  including  those  popula¬ 
tions  that  occur  in  most  of  India  and 
China.  Thus,  the  Bangladesh  popula¬ 
tion  is  not  a  unique  form  or  subspecies 
which  is  different  from  adjacent  popu¬ 
lations;  it  is  indistinquishable  from  the 
vast  majority  of  Rhesus  macaques  oc¬ 
curring  from  western  India  to  eastern 
China. 

With  regard  to  this  population  in 
Bangladesh,  the  Service  feels  that  the 
biological  data  submitted  by  the  peti¬ 
tioner  are  insufficient  to  proceed  with 


a  proposal  for  its  listing.  When  the 
Notice  of  Review  w'as  published  in 
April.  1978,  the  Service  contacted  the 
Government  of  Bangladesh  as  well  as 
all  know'ledgeable  and  concerned  agen¬ 
cies  and  individuals  in  an  attempt  to 
gather  more  information  on  the  status 
of  the  species.  No  response  was  forth¬ 
coming  from  the  Government  of  Ban¬ 
gladesh,  but  nine  letters  w'ere  received 
from  agencies  and  individuals  com¬ 
menting  on  the  notice.  None  of  these 
letters  contained  any  substantial  in¬ 
formation  or  data  on  the  status  of  this 
monkey  in  Bangladesh  and  hence  the 
Service  is  required  to  depend  entirely 
upon  the  data  provided  by  the  peti¬ 
tioner  in  order  to  make  a  decision  in 
the  matter.  The  Service  now  feels  that 
these  data,  although  substantial ' 
enough  to  call  for  a  Notice  of  Review, 
are  not  sufficient  to  proceed  further 
with  a  proposed  rulemaking.  The  basic 
flaw  in  the  data  provided  by  the  peti¬ 
tioner  is  that  it  is  based  upon  a  very 
limited  survey,  and  that  he  was  unable 
to  enter  the  tw'o  major  forest  regions 
of  Bangladesh,  the  Sundarbans  and 
Chitagong  Hill  Tracts.  In  fact,  the  pe¬ 
titioner  himself  admits  that  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  his  survey  was  reduced  be¬ 
cause  of  this.  Even  so.  the  petitioner’s 
estimate  of  35,000  rhesus  macaques  in 
Bangladesh  would  seem  like  a  fairly 
substantial  number  of  animals  consid¬ 
ering  the  meager  amount  of  habitat  in 
the  country,  and  the  tremendous 
havoc  that  has  been  wrought  on  Ban¬ 
gladesh  wildlife  in  general  in  recent 
years. 

Because  the  data  submitted  to  sup¬ 
port  a  listing  are  based  upon  a  limited 
survey,  and  no  additional  data  became 
available  during  the  notice  of  review 
to  support  a  proposal  for  listing,  the 
Service  does  not  feel  that  it  is  justified 
in  proposing  the  Bangladesh  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  Rhesus  macaque  as  either 
Endangered  or  Threatened  at  this 
time.  If  evidence  in  the  future  be¬ 
comes  available  which  indicates  the 
species  should  be  listed  under  Jthe  Act,  - 
the  Service  will  reconsider  the  matter 
in  light  of  the  new  evidence. 

This  notice  was  prepared  by  John  L. 
Paradiso.  Office  of  Endangered  Spe¬ 
cies,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 
Washington,  D.C.  20240.  Phone  (202) 
343-7814. 

Dated:  February  26.  1979. 

Lynn  A.  Greenwalt, 

Director,  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service. 

(FTl  Doc.  79  6676  Filed  3-5-79;  8:45  am) 
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